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Conference of Chief Justices

Ltr: Thanks for providing closing remarks at
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American Inns of Court
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Lawrence T. O’Brien
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ABA President

From: Carlos Loperena [cloperena@prodigy.net.mx]
jent: Friday, February 06, 2009 11:556 AM

To: twells@maynardcooper.com; ABA President
Subject: Barra Mexicana

Attachments: Asamblea 26-feb-09.pdf

Dear Tommy,

This February 26 'l take office as President of the Barra Mexicana {Mexican Bar Associatfon).

I'll be happy to look for common goals of our organizations as we talked about when we met in Mexico City.

Best regards,

Carlos
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ORDEN DEL DIA

1.- Informe del Presidente del Consejo Directivo,
Dr, Luis Enrique Graham Tapia.

2.~ Informe de ia Tesoreria.

3.- Resolucidn definitiva sobre solicitudes de
ingreso de barristas v aspirantes.

4.- Entrega de diplomas a los asociados
aceptados. :

5.- Protesta y toma de posesién de los consejeros
electos para el biento 20006 - 2018

6.- Mensaje del nuevo Presidente de la Barra,
Lic. Carlos Loperena Ruiz.
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Conference of Chief Justices

H. Thomas Wells, Jr., President
American Bar Asscciation

321 North Clark Street
Chicago, IL. 60654-7598

Dear President Wells,

February 3, 2009

As one president to another, I thank you for providing the closing
remarks at the Conference of Chief Justices in Scoitsdale last week. Your
attendance at our midyear meeting certainly "raised the bar." I regret not
hearing your address. As I know you know, pressing commitments at the
Court in Boston on Thursday, caused me to fly home early because of weather

warnings.

I look forward to seeing you in Boston next week.

ours sincerely,

AatA

:

pamers,

" BECEIVED
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|229 KING STREET, SECOND FLOOR
ALEXANDRIA, VIRCINIA 22314 -
703-684-3590 Fax 703-684-3607
WWWINNSOFCOURT.ORG

February 1, 2009

H. Thomas Wells, Jr.
President

American Bar Assomation
321 North Clark Street
Chicago, IL 60610

Dear Mr. Neukom,

The Warren E. Burger Wntmg Compef!tion is designed to encourage. outstandmo
scholarship that “promotes the ideats of excellence, cwuhty ethicsand
professionalism within the legal profess:on " the core mission of the American
Inns of Court. :

Chief Justice Burger was a lifelong advocate of legal ethics and civility and a

"founding father” of the American inns of Court movement. The American Inns of
Court is a national association of judges, lawyers and professors of law and their
students who endeavor to maintain the highest standards of the legal profession.

The American Inns of Court invites judges, lawyers, professors, students,
scholars and other authors to participate in the competition by submitting an
original,"'unpublished essay of 10,000 to 25,000 words on a topic of their choice
addressmg |ssues of Iegal excellence civility, ethics and professionalism.

The winning entry wm be declded by a panel of judges comprised of Dean
Stephen Gillers of New York University School of Law; Professor Geoffrey C.
Hazard of the University of Pennsylvania Law School; Professor Robert M.
Wilcox of the University of South Carolina School of Law; and, Professor Nancy
J. Moore of Boston University School of Law.

The author of the winning submission will receive a cash prize of $5,000 and the
winning essay will be published in the South Carolina Law Review. The Warren
E. Burger Prize will be presented to the author at the American Inns of Court
annual Celebration of Excellence at the United States Supreme Court on October
17,2009, Oihér submitted works may also be etlglbie for law joumal publication
or featured in The Bencher, the national magazine of the American Inns of Court,

Complete rules of the Warren E. Burger Writing Competition are enclosed.
Additional coples may be downloaded from the American Inns of Court Website,
www.innsofcourt.org. Click Awards and then Burger\Writing Prize,

Sincerely. ‘

Mkw-ﬂ«Q

RobertK Walsh's= - fan oL e R
Pre3|dent“ : : : ;

LEGAL EXCELLENCE B ClvILITY B PROFESSIONALISM B ETHICS




1229 KING STREET, SECOND FLOOR
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
703-684-3590 Fax 703-684-3607

WARREN E. BURCER PRIZE ‘ WIWWINNSOFCOURT ORG

The American Inns of Court sponsors the Warren E. Burger Prize to encourage thoughtful consideration of the
practical application of the highest principles of professionalism in the American legal community. Through this
competition, significant contributions to the body of scholarship in the areas of excellence, civility, ethics and
professionalism will be recognized and rewarded.

RULES

Topic :
- The author should address one or more aspects of legal excellence, civility, ethics or professionalism with-
in the legal profession. The selected issue(s) should be of contemporary significance with clear retevance

to the legal community at large.

Dates
Deadline for submission of materials: postmarked by June 15, 2009
Announcement of winner: September 1,2009
Presentation: October 17,2009 at the US, Supreme Court in Washington, DC

Submission Information
Submissions must be original and unpublished works of 10,000 — 25,000 words including footnotes.
Either independent or collaborative submissions are allowed. All participants in drafting the final submis-
sion must be designated as co-authors. Research assistants shall be acknowledged by name in an appro-

priate footnote.

Each author or co-author may participate in only one entry per year A complete submission will include a
completed cover page, one original copy of the paper;, and 3.5" diskette or CD containing both the cover

page information and paper in Microsoft Word or Corel Word Perfect format for PC. Incomplete submis-
sions will not be considered. Submissions shall not be stapled or bound. A single binder clip should secure

the cover page and the article.

Cover Page
All blanks should be typed or legibly prmted The criginal, signed cover page should be attached to the

submission.

Contact Information
Submissions should be addressed to:
Cindy Dennis
Awards and Scholarships Coordinator
American Inns of Court
1229 King Street, Second Floor
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
For information or questions, please contact Ms. Dennis by phone at (800) 233-3590 ext. 104 or by
E-mail to cdennis@innsofcourt.org

LECAL EXCELLENCE B CIVILITY B PROFESSIONALISM B ETHICS
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1229 KNG STREET, SECOND FLOOR
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
703-684-3590 Fax 703-684-3607
WWWINNSOFCOURT.ORG

STYLE REQUIREMENTS
Authors should submit entries on 8% x | | white paper, double-spaced, |" margins. Use footnotes, not
endnotes. The body and footnotes will be of the same font —Times New Roman (or equivalent), 12 point

Only the first page of the paper will contain the name of the article. it shall be in bold face, centered in
the first line of the paper: The author’s name or other identifying marks or references must not appear
anywhere in the body of the paper. Do not include page numbers.

Guidelines for the body of text should generally conform to any good style guide, such as The Chicago
Manuai of Style,

Footnotes and citations should conform to The Bluebook — A Uniform System of Citation, |6th Edition
- 1996.

REVIEW PROCESS :
Submissions will be received, registered and checked for completeness. Cover page information will be en-
tered into a database and the manuscript will be assigned a tracking number, which will be used to identify
Jt during the entire review and judging process.

Incomplete submissions and submissions postmarked by June 15,2009 will not be considered.
Authors will be notified via E-mail (usually 7-10 days) that their submissions have been received.
- The winner will be announced on or before September |, 2009 and all authors will be promptly notified.

REVIEW CRITERIA .
Entries will be reviewed according to a uniform system of evaluation. Review criteria will include:

Incorporation of the highest standards of professionalism, ethics and civility in the paper

I

2 Perspective and objectivity. .

3. Organization in a clear and logical manner.

4, Appeal and persuasiveness.

3 Presentation and quality of literary construction.
RESTRICTIONS

The Warren E. Burger Writing competition is open to all authors, scholars, judges and lawyers. Member-
ship or affiliation with the American Inns of Court is not a requirement for consideration.

Current and former Trustees and employees of the American Inns of Court, and their immediate families
may not serve as authors or co-authors of papers submitted.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Additional copies of the rules may be downloaded from the American Inns of Court Website, wwwi.innsof-
courtorg. This Website also provides a link to previous winning essays.

LEGAL EXCELLENCE B CiVILITY B PROFESSIONALISM M ETHICS




1229 KING STREET, SECOND FLOOR

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
COVER PAGCE 703-684-3590 Fax 703-684-3607

WWWINNSOFCOURT.ORG

Submitted By:

Address:

Telephone:

E-Mait:

Tite:

Word Count:

Co-Authors:

"

Synopsis (200 word maximum) . |

| certify that the enclosed entry is an original work of the author(s) shown; that the enclosed work has not been
published or accepted for publication and that | have not assigned or agreed to assign the copyright to the en-
closed entry. If this submission is selected for publication, | certify that | am able to grant publication rights to the
American inns of Court or its designated publisher and hereby grant such rights. '

| have read the rules and guidelines of the Warren E. Burger Writing Competition and agree to abide by them and
the decision of the judging committee.

SUBMITTED:

Author’s Signature Date

LEGAL EXCELLENCE B CivILITY M PROFESSIONALISM B ETHICS




Law Offices of ["tfice of the President

LAWRENCE T. O’BRIEN Oﬁ
Suite 2200
321 North Clark Street FEB 11 2009
Chicago, Illinois 60610
RECEIVED |
L 312464-1424

February 5, 2009

Honorable E. Kenneth Wright
President

Chicago Bar Association

321 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Jack C. Carey

President

[linois State Bar Association
424 South 2" Street
Springfield, Tllinois 62701

H. Thomas Wells, Jr.
President
American Bar Association

321 N. Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60654

Gentlemen,

I thought you should be informed that pursuant to the enclosed article lawyers are now
being denigrated by Illinois soybean farmers.

Very truly yours,

Lawrence T. O’Brien

LTO:js




~ Survey Signals
Favorable Farmer Views

llinois metro-area consumers have favarable impressions of grain farmers,
edged out only by teachers in a recent survey conducted on hehalf of the
llinols Soybean Assaciation (ISA). Survey resuits will be used to craft tactics
for ISA's Farmer Imaging Campaign 1o reach urban/metro markets with
informalion ahout soybean farmers.

Nearly 400 people, ages 19-70 years old and 58 percent
fernals, responded to email invitations asking for input in early
August. The survey pool consisted of consumers in 16 Ilinois
counties in and around Chicago ang St. Louis.

Respondents were asked to rate five professions; teacher, eiectrician,
lawyer, livestock farmer and grain farmer, Teachers were rated most
favorable at 93.6 percent and grain farmers at 93.4 percent, followed
by livestock farmers, efectiicians and lawyers,

When asked about the positive aspects of Winois gezin farmers,
consumers noted, "itis one of the hardest jobs out there. ..they add
§0 much 1o the state's economy, ..and fove the fact thera are farmers
in inois working the land and growing food.”

iy TN wele ™ pigtE
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ABA President

From: ABA President
Sent:  Friday, February 20, 2009 9:51 AM
. To: ‘Mark Wise'
Subject: RE: Complaint - Bad Advice from the ABA

Dear Mr. Wise:

Thank you for taking the time to express your concerns about the publication you purchased from ABA Publishing. It is always
helpful to hear from our members, whether the message is positive or negative. | will be sure to share your thoughts with my

colleagues at the ABA, '

Though | am sorry you weren't satisfied in this instance, we look forward to continuing to serve you as a valued member of our
Association. Tharnk you again for conveying your views.

Sincereiy.

H. Thomas Wells Jr.

From: Mark Wise [mailto:wisecrack@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2009 9:54 AM

To: ABA President

Subject: Complaint - Bad Advice from the ABA

Mr. Wells,

1m writing to express great concern and frustration over the missteps and poor judgment being exercised at ABA
Books. I recently purchased a new (and actively promoted) title, 50 Unique Legal Paths, published directly by ABA

Books

Candidly, the book was a dud, but that's not why I'm writing. I'm writing because the book is a $59.95 paperback, and
it is a mere 150 pages of self-help drivel. Comparable self-help career books are routinely sold at bookstores and mass
- marketers for less than $20. Ireally can't complain about this - it's my mistake. However I made this mistake because [
expected that an ABA publication would be of higher quality, but this one isn't, and it's triple the price. That's an ABA

problem. '

More importantly, this particular book, was written by a JD who has little career experience as a lawyer, and DIDN'T
GO TO AN ABA LAW SCHOOL. I find that particularly ironic and perplexing, given that the book was published by

the ABA.,

I have already returned the book, but I wanted to make you aware of this silliness. ABA Books offers a terrible value
proposition when it promotes low quality and overpriced product. Even worse, it puts the credibility of the entire ABA
at issue when these kinds of products are offered to an audience of primarily ABA-educated lawyers. I contacted Tim
Brandhorst about this, but he doesn't seem to see a problem. I believe he's made some significant missteps that
undermine the mission and credibility of the ABA. I'm sure I won't be purchasing any more books from the ABA, but
more worrisome is whether I'd continue my ABA membership.

Kind regards,
W

Tim,
2/20/2009




ABA
PRESIDENTIAL
CORRESPONDENCE LOG
2008-2009
I: August 22, 2008
2. August 29, 2008
3. September 12, 2008
4. September 26, 2008
8. October 3, 2008
6. October 10, 2008
7.9 October 17, 2008
8. October 29, 2008
9. November 14, 2008
10. November 21, 2008
11, December 5, 2008
12. December 19, 2008
13. January 9, 2009
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15 January 23, 2009
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18.  January-February 2009 — Complaint Letters re: Medical Device Safety Act

19.  February — Domestic Violence Issue Log
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